
In Memoriam: Sam Granick

1909-1977

I T IS WITH THE GREATEST SADNESS that we must note the death of

our dear colleague and friend Professor Sam Granick. Professor Granick, a

distinguished biochemist and scientific leader in the areas of iron and ferritin

metabolism, chloroplast structure, and heme and chlorophyll biosynthesis,

succumbed to a heart attack on the afternoon of April 29, 1977. He had suf-

fered from serious myocardial insufficiency for over a decade, but in spite of

this disability he continued to be highly productive in science and to work

daily with his colleagues and students in the laboratory. Indeed, as throughout

his life, he worked with vigor and enthusiasm at the laboratory bench up to the

evening before his death.

Professor Granick was born in New York City on February 16, 1909, and re-

ceived B.S. (1931), M.S. (1933), and Ph.D. (1938) degrees from the University

of Michigan. His doctoral thesis, as with so much of his future scientific work,

was in the field ofplant physiology. He served as Newcombe Fellow at the Uni-

versity of Michigan during the period 1934-1938. In 1939 he came to The

Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research to work in the laboratory of the

renowned scientist Leonor Michaelis, where he began his early studies on iron

and ferritin. He remained at the Rockefeller throughout his subsequent career

-a career in which he made a long series of seminal contributions to the biol-

ogy and biochemistry ofporphyrins, heme, and chlorophyll and to the structure

and function ofplant organelles. Professor Granick’s distinguished and incisive

Harvey Lecture (“The Structural and Functional Relationship Between Heme

and Chlorophyll”), published in 1950, is a remarkable exposition of the unique

conceptual and technical virtuosity he possessed. During the last decade of his

life his work was focused largely on the regulatory mechanisms for heme

biosynthesis. These studies were of immense significance for fields as seemingly

disparate as molecular genetics and clinical medicine. Among many honors

awarded to Professor Granick for these contributions were election to the

National Academy of Sciences (USA) and the American Academy of Arts and

Sciences.

Throughout his life Professor Granick counted among his most pleasurable

experiences the partnership in science he shared with the numerous students

and colleagues who joined his laboratory group over the years. These col-

leagues came not only from the United States of America but from all parts

of the world, and his pride for them in their subsequent accomplishments was

great. He never lost touch with his former students, nor they with him. As his

heart may have become fragile in his later years, its capacity to encompass the

love he felt for his many friends did not weaken. Indeed, he was the best of

friends and the most humane of men.

Professor Sam Granick is survived by his wife, Elsa, his daughter, Dr. Donna

Dahm, and his son, Dr. Joel L. Granick. We extend to them our heartfelt

sympathy and affection.

Attallah Kappas, M.D.

Richard D. Levere, M.D.
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