
EDWIN E. OSGOOD, M.D.

The scientific achievements of Edwin E. Osgood, emeritus Professor and

Head of the Division of Experimental Medicine at the University of Oregon

Medical School were recounted in a recent profile.1 The significance of those

achievements, which came to an end with his death on October 22, 1969, will

continue to be the subject of individual appraisal as long as physicians address

themselves to such questions as: “\Vhat is normal? What determines normal

cellular growth and differentiation? W7hat is neoplasia? \Vhat is the natural

history of a given disease, and what evidence does one need to conclude that

therapy is effective?”

Dr. Osgood loved intellectual challenges and focused all of his energies on

those which interested him. During a research career which spanned half a

century he brought keen and quantitative insights, new methods and sound

data to a variety of medical problems. These ranged from successful anti-

1. Pirofskv, B.: Profile of Edwin E. Osgood, M.D., Blood 33:265, 1969.
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biotic (neoarsphenamine) treatment of subacute bacterial endocarditis in the

presulfonamide era to concepts of the nature of polycythemia rubra vera

which are still being tested and form part of the basis for a national coopera-

tive study of the treatment of this disease.

His almost prescient ability to define the central unanswered questions in

any problem characterized his research, his clinical skills and his role as a

valued critic. His patients, his students and his friends in many spheres of

medicine and particularly in hematology may take solace in the lasting con-

tributions Dr. Osgood made to knowledge, but will share the sadness occa-

sioneci by his death.

ROBERT D. KOLER, M.D.
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