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The physical isolation imposed by the Nazi regime on Europe during the period of 1939�I945 resulted

simultaneousls’ in a barrier to the ready exchange of scientific ideas. This volume, then, is all the more

remarkable in that within the short space of two years, its author was able to read the voluminous liter-

atume on the subject of the Rh factor, adapt its specialized technics in his laboratory , and carry out clinical

and experimental research on several aspects of the problem of diagnosis, pathologic physiology and

treatment of Rh incompatibility and to organize his experience into this excellent summary.

The book is fundamentally a critical summation of the currently’ available knowledge of the Rh factor

and its etiologic role in hemolytic disease of the newborn. It has the excellent qualities of careful organi-

zation, a clear manner of exposition, completeness without being overburdened with unnecessary chaff,

and careful scrutiny of the various theories purporting to explain the mechanism of action of Rh incom-

patibility. The opening chapter is devoted to a discussion of blood groups and red cell antigens in general.

This is followed by a description of the clinical, hematologic and pathologic findings in hemolvtic disease

of the newborn, weakened somewhat by the occasionally poor quality of the photomicrographs used as

illustrations. An interesting discussion of some of the fundamental ph�siopathologic mechanisms of this

disease is then presented, in which the author details and discusses his own work in this field, and the

didactic sections of the book conclude with a discussion of treatment. One of the most helpful scc�ions is

the appendix, in which the author details methods of interrogation, blood grouping and performance of

various diagnostic serologic examinations.

This book was expressly written to acquaint French speaking physicians with the latest developments

in the field of Rh incompatibility. However, it is so well compiled and critically presented that all other

physicians who read French will profit by it.
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