
NEWS AND VIEWS

The following has been received from the William Buchanan Blood Center:

To the Editor:

So that you will have some background of the Blood Bank Institute held in Dallas, November 17, i8,

and 19, and the formation of the American Association of Blood Banks, I am giving you a few facts in

which 1 thought you would be interested. I am attaching hereto a copy of a Blood Bank Survey5 which

I compiled from information contained in questionnaires sent to more than one hundred blood banks

throughout the U. S. A. in 1945. Being nesv in the blood bank field myself when I came to this blood

center, I endeavored to procure information concerning the operation of other blood banks and was

surprised to find that no one seemed to be in a position to furnish me with such information; therefore I

set about trying to procure first a list of blood banks. This was indeed a tedious and drawnout task.

After compiling a rather complete list, I then prepared a questionnaire which I submitted to these blood

banks, as a result of which the attached survey was compiled, said survey being sent to those blood

banks which had furnished me information. You will note that Question 37 asked, “Would you be inter-

ested in becoming a member of a National Association of Blood Banks designed to meet the needs and

study problems of blood banks in general?’ ‘ As a result of the interest indicated in reply to this question

the Blood Bank Institute was planned and the resulting National Association formed.

At the Institute there were 71 cities, a.7 states and � blood banks represented. Hawaii, Canada and

Mexico also had representatives at the meeting. I am enclosing a copy of the programf as well as the

constitution of the American Association of Blood Banks and copies of the five resolutions adopted by

the Association, as well as a list of the officers. If you need any further information, please do not hesitate

to call upon me. I personally appreciate your interest in this meeting and the resulting Association as it is

“very dear to my heart,” and I am hopeful that much benefit will be derived by all blood banks par-

ticipating from the Association formed.

Sincerely yours,

WM. BUCHANAN BLOOD CENTER

Marjorie Saunders, LL.B.,

Administrative Assistant

PROGRAM, NOV. 1719, 1947

BLOOD BANK INSTITUTE

“Need and Possible Scope of an Association of Blood Banks,’ Dr. John Scudder.
Blood Banks and Disasters,” Dr. William C. Levin.

“Blood Program of Hawaii,” Dr. Leon E. Mermod, Mrs. Hazel H. Bond.

Round Table.’ “Scientific Problems in Blood Banking,” Dr. E. E. Muirhead, Chair,nan.
“Technical and Social Aspects of a Community Blood Bank,” Dr. J. Richard Czajkowski.

“The Blood Bank in a Charity or City-County Hospital,” Dr. 0. R. Brines.

“Nomenclature of Blood Antigens Especially CDE cde (Rh Hr) Group,” Dr.Joseph M. Hill.

“Origin and Growth of the Belle Bonfils Memorial Blood Bank,” Marion R. Rymer, Ph.D.

Round Table.’ “Discussion of Present and Future Needs for Blood Banks in U. S.,” Dr. Sol Habcrman,

Chairman.

“The Blood Bank Service of the New York Post-Graduate Medical School and Hospital,” Dr. Lester

J. Unger.

‘Blood Bank Administration,” Dr.J. W. Davenport, Jr.

“Financial Problems and Procedures,” W. Quinn Jordan.

Survey of Techniques for Blood Antigens and Anti-body Determinations,” Dr. Sol Haberman.

* Due to limitation of space, the survey cannot be published. Editor.

t See below.
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“Blood Typing and the Use of Universal Donors,” Dr. G. A. Matson.

“Statewide Blood Bank Service,” John Elliott, ScD.

“Cause and Management of Incompatible Transfusion Reactions and Allied Conditions,’ ‘ Dr. E. E.

Muirhead.
“A Plan forTraining Blood Bank Personnel,” Dr. Sol Haberman.

RoundTable.’ “Administrative Problems in Blood Banking,” Dr.Joseph M. Hill, Chairman.

To the Editor:

I am sure you know by now that our Blood Bank Institute (held in Dallas, Texas, November 17-19,

1947) resulted in the formation of the American Association of Blood Banks. Although the original

purpose of the Blood Bank Institute was for the presentation of methods of establishing and operating

blood banks, and for the teaching of new technics for processing blood for transfusions, it soon became

evident that those registering for the Institute were also interested in the formation of an association of

blood banks.

The newly formed association decided that its membership would be limited to ethical, independently

operating and policy making, nonprofit institutions, including those operated by approved hospitals,

engaged in blood banking.

The stated purposes of this association are:

I . To promote and foster the exchange of ideas and materials and the dissemination of information

relating to Blood Banking and its technical methodology by education, publicity and research;

a.. To foster and plan for cooperation in times of disaster;

3 ‘ To function as a clearing house on questions relating to the training of personnel common to such

institutions;

4. To keep currently aware of and encourage high standards of service;

�. And to promote and foster and aid and abet the extension of similar services throughout the

United States and its territories.

The resolutions adopted by the Association were definitely intended to put blood bank problems on a

local level with the medical profession by way of the county societies acting in an advisory capacity.

Through this approach each organized blood bank could serve the medical profession and the community

on the basis of local conditions, demands and patient needs.

The capacity for meeting catastrophies by independent blood banks has been demonstrated in the

recent past. During the Texas City disaster the Galveston and Dallas blood banks proved that immediate

cooperation of a high order is possible on the part of the independent blood bank even though no previous

plan had been formulated. During this disaster the Buchanan Blood Center became the collection and

processing center and shipped the blood by air to the John Sealy Blood Bank, which then served as the

giving center. In the meantime, the Harris Memorial Blood Bank of Fort Worth was standing by in case

the blood demands exceeded our capacities. You might be interested to know that twelve hours from the

time of the first explosion (four hours after we had been notified) our blood bank was collecting ioo pints

of blood per hour for Galveston. in the future the Blood Bank Association hopes to make such coopera-

tion nation-wide, and even more effective.

Sincerely yours,

Sol Haberman, Ph.D.

FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR CLARIFICATION OF THE NOMENCLATURE OF

CELLS AND DISEASES OF THE BLOOD AND BLOOD-FORMING ORGANS

To the Editor:
A committee for clarification of the nomenclature of cells and diseases of the

blood and blood-forming organs held its first meeting in Chicago at the Drake

Hotel and Northwestern University Medical School October 2.5-2.6, 1947. The

committee was sponsored by the American Society of Clinical Pathologists and the

American Medical Association.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://ashpublications.org/blood/article-pdf/3/3/324/573671/324.pdf by guest on 19 M

ay 2023



32.6 NEWS AND VIEWS

The function of the committee is to define areas where agreeement can be reached,

not to determine questions of fact requiring new experimental evidence for con-

clusive proof.

The need for clarification and definition of terms is so urgent, not only for the

sake of those now using them but particularly for the sake of the medical students

and technicians of the future, that an earnest effort to find and secure general

acceptance of a single term, where several with similar definitions are now in use,

is thoroughly worth while.

The choice of a preferred term, it was agreed, should be based not on historical

priority or common usage, but the simplest, clearest and most descriptive term

should be chosen. Eponyms and new terms should be avoided wherever possible,

Without sacrifice of clarity. A real effort should be made to attain consistency be-

tween related terms.

All recommendations of the committee are to be tentative until they have been

widely publicized and acted on by all interested groups. The committee will we!-

come any suggestions and criticisms. A committee should re-examine the terms

every five or ten years. A full report on the Committee’s deliberations will be pub-

lished in a subsequent issue of the Journal.

EDWIN E. OSGOOD, M.D.

Portland, Oregon

THALASSEMIA, C00LEY’s ANEMIA OR MEDITERRANEAN ANEMIA?

To the Editor:

Since Cooley, in 1915, separated the now well known syndrome as a new entity,

various terms have been proposed for its description. Most of these terms, be-

ginning with Cooley’s own “Erythroblastic Anemia,” are unfortunate misnomers.

In 1936, Whipple and Bradford, apparently with more zeal and less deliberation,

proposed the name “Thalassemia,” which unfortunately is appearing with in-

creased frequency in the literature, due more to the prominence of the authors,

rather than to its medical or literary merits.

The Greek word “thalassa” means “sea,” just “sea;” not the “Great Sea” or

even ‘The Sea.” The Mediterranean Sea is called “Mesogeios Thalassa,”

“mesogeios” meaning “mediterranean,” (“amidst the land”). If the Greeks

usually meant the Mediterranean, whenever they mentioned the sea, it is just

because the Mediterranean surrounds all Greek lands; just as the people of New

York refer to the Atlantic whenever they mention the ocean, while the people of

San Francisco mean the Pacific.

However the term “thalassemia” is unfortunate from another point of view.

According to usage, the first component part of a composite word qualifies the

second. Thus, glycemia means sugar in the blood, lipemia, fat in the blood. (Vid.

cholesteremia, azotemia, etc. . . . Likewise, hematuria: blood in the urine and not

urine in the blood). Hence “thalassemia” should mean “sea in the blood,” which,

of course, is absurd. Even substituting the suffix “-anemia” instead of ‘(h)-emia,”

forming thus the word “thalassanemia,” would not convey the intended meaning,
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but according to grammatical and etymological rules, should mean ‘ ‘anemic sea,”

or at best ‘ ‘anemia caused by the sea’ ‘ (Vid. Thalassophoboia : fear of the sea), or,

a condition where the sea is in the blood of the anemic person.

I believe that the term “Mediterranean Anemia,” good or bad, is more adequate,

if we care to put geographic limitations to the syndrome, even though we no

longer think that the condition has such strict geographic limitations. And,

despite all objections to the use of authors’ names in medical terminology,

“Cooley’s Anemia” may be retained, since it is now precisely understood by all.

SAVAS NrrTIS, M.D.

Asst. Clinical Professor of Medicine, New York Medical College.

Dr. Nittis has, I believe, a very good point. Although I have used the designations “target cell anemia”

and “Mediterranean target-oval cell syndromes” in writing, I find in conversations that the relatively

simple designation “Mediterranean anemia” seems to be increasing in usage. It is certainly indicative of

the locale of inheritance of the great majority of cases and although it does not describe the type of

anemia, it is far more descriptive than the eponymic “Cooley’s Anemia.” I, myself, would be inclined

to drop the designation of target-oval cell syndromes for Mediterranean anemia. Editor.

THE “COAGULATIONIsTs”: A NOTE ON THE FORTHCOMING MEETING

Following the wishes of “coagulationists” expressed at the Chicago meetings

last year, we shall this year again plan a special section to bring together papers

in this field at one of the sections of the Pathological Society where past ex-

perience has shown that we can have a most successful get-together. A luncheon

will be held in conjunction with the Federated Societies at Atlantic City,

between March 16-19.

John H. Ferguson

Department of Physiology, School of Medicine

University of North Carolina

Chapel Hill, N. C.
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