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mnfirmary, Glasgow), T. C. Dodd�s ( Director, Medical Photography Unit, University

of Edinburg) and Bruce Cruickshank ( Professor of Pathology, University College of

Rhodesia and Nyasaland ). Baltimore, The Williams and \Vilkins Co., 1965.

For a number of years Scott Swisher and I have carried on a friendly competition

in the collection of blood atlases. I do not know how many blood atlas collectors there

are, but even in this rather specialized field, there has occurred an almost logarithmic

proliferation of these pretty books. It seems likely that were we to attempt to garner

every recent one of them, there would he little room left on our bookshelves for other.

shall we say, more imnportant material. Scott and I have repeatedly marveled at the old

Schleip atlases ( 1905-1907, and thereabouts ) with their marvelous, meticulously made

color paintings of both individual blood cells and whole microscopic fields. It mtmst be

confessed, however, that even these best of color paintings carried a built-in subjective

element, occasionally reducing their scientific merit.* When the Sandoz Atlas of Hematol-

ogy, made entirely from photomicrographs in color, first appeared in 1949 and in an

English edition in 1952, it was hailed as the first competitor to the older species of atlas,

and indeed it was. Selection, photomicrography and color lithography were all good and,

together with the appended explanatory legends, the Sandoz Atlas has proved to he the

hematology beginner’s best friend.
Within the past week, two new atlases caine to hand, both based on photoniicrographs

of blood cells and bone marrow. The Histologisches Bud-Atlas der Knochen und Knochen-

markbiopsie presents a series of excellent photomicrographs of bone and bone marrow.

Almost every bone lesion known is presented, followed by hone marrow studies of almost

every hematologic disorder. Examples are presented of excellent sections in color of such

hone lesions as osteopetrosis (Albers-Schonberg), metastatic carcinomatous disease in

bone and marrow with special stains, etc. In addition, special methods for fixing bone, the

technic of tetracyclin staining for the detection of tumor implants, etc., are depicted for

the first time in this compact and beautifully illustrated book. The excellent studies of

photomicrographic sections, often disregarded nowadays, are of considerable importance

from the standpoint of topography.

In the Atlas of Hematology one sees the peak of today’s photomicrographic technic.

#{176}Inthis connection, it should be noted that what was probably the first hematologic atlas

was that of Al Donn#{233}(Paris, 1845), who discovered the “third element” of the blood,

i.e., the blood platelet or what Donn#{233} called “globulin.” This atlas was based on the “belle

decourverte de M. Daguerre” (daguerrotypes, i.e., photographs) which had just been
introduced and which Donn� utilized, probably for the first time, in microscopy. Donnt�

realized that now the size and character of microscopic objects could be obtained with

complete accuracy. He presented his invention, “Microscope-photoelectrique,” to the

French Academy of Science. The photomicrographs were published as a suite of beautiful

engravings in a large folio edition. accompanfed by an explanatory book dealing with all

of clinical pathology as known at the time (blood, pus, urine, seminal fluid, etc.). From

this it can he said that the first heniatologic atlas was actually a photographic one.
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joined with beautiful lithography. to present blood and bone marrow cells in “living”

color. The photomicrographs are about as beautiful as most of the previous paintings.

NIay-Gruenwald-Giemsa and Leishmnan stains are used, the latter perhaps a bit more

blue in the cytoplasm of the monocytes than might he desired; unfortunately, the fine

azure granules of these cells do not show imp well. Appended is an excellent phylogenetic

chart made imp of carefully arranged cutouts of the various series of hemopoietic cells.

This could be of great assistance as a wall chart in most laboratories. This atlas, with its

very careful selection of cells. its superb color rendering both in the actual photomicro-

graphs and in the lithography. and with its scientific accuracy, is highly acceptable for

student and postgraduate teaching. We can recommend both of these atlases very

highly; actimally, they complement each other-one from the standpoint of sections, the

other from that of ifl(lividual cells-William Dameshek, M.D.

ABNORMAL HEMOGLOBINS IN AFRICA. Edited by J. H. P. Jonxis. Philadelphia, F. A. Davis,
Co., 477 pp., $20.00.

This volume cont�mins the proceedings of a symposium which was organized by the

Council for International organizations of Niedical Sciences and held in Ibadan, Nigeria,

NIarch 1963, tinder the chairmanship of Dr. C. M. Edington. The title is somewhat of a

misnomer, since the part relative to synthesis and structure of hemoglobin is only pirtially

applicable to Africa, and several sections relate entirely to G-6-PD enzyme deficiency.

The book is divided into six heterogenous “parts” which include papers on the synthesis.

structure, and evolution of hemoglobin; forms of thalassemia; clinical and hematologic

aspects of other hemoglobinopathies; laboratory characterization of himman hemoglobin

variants; clinical and theoretical problems 0f glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase de-

ficiency; clinical and hematologic characterization of hemoglobin S disorders, including

th� relationship to malaria; and population genetics of the abnormal hemoglobins and

G-6-PD deficiency.

The strength of the boo’s is in the nimmber of excellent papers by acknowledged a’

thorities. Its weaknesses are related to the haphazard overall organization of th2 dif-

ferent sections. which leaves related material widely scattered. There is, too, the inevitable

wide variations in the writing style and depth of material inherent in a symposium. Th�’

section on practical laboratory technics, which no doubt proved useful in conjunction

with the demonstration of the symposium, is not of sufficient detail for the uninitiated

and is superfluous for investigators in this field.

This book is too expensive for those with a passing interest, but its authoritative con-

tents wll prove valuable to hematologists and population geneticists as well as other clini-

cians involved in the care of such patients-Donald M. Allen, M.D.

THE MAST CELLS. By Han�c Selye. London, Butterworth, 1965, 498 pp.

This book attempts an approach to the literatimre of most cells using an unconventional

bibliographic format. The majority of the book comisists of brief summaries of the literature

held together in a framework of the author’s critiques and personal observations.

Dr. Selye has attempted to make an extensive collection of abstracts on mast cells into

a cohesive text designed to allow the reader an overall view without the necessity of going

through detailed and often confusing literature. From more than 8500 articles concerning

mast cells. l)r. Selye selected 2500 as sufficiently relevant to include. He has abstracted

each article and grouped the abstracts under 10 chapter headings, including history,

terminology, histology, embryology, coniparative anatomy, agents affecting mast cells,

diseases. biochemistry, 1)100(1 basophil and theories. Each chapter has a short introdimction,

sometimes containing some of the atmthor’s unpublished observations on mast cells, with a

listing of pertinent reviews, and followed by the abstracts selected for inclusion. These are

grouped under subheadings.

Most of the important and cogent references to mast cells are included. Although one

might cite a few which have been included or many more which should have been ex-
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cluded, no group of major publications seems to have been omitted. In general, the
abstracts are well prepared and the somewhat unique referencing system is satisfactory.

One difficulty is that not all of the publications have been appropriately classified and

some, although included, are difficult to find. The 80-page bibliography at the end could

have been made more useful by including cross references to the pages on which the

articles are abstracted. The index, although something of an innovation, is brief ( 5 pages)

and not particularly useful, because many specific subjects have been omitted.

Dr. Selye has done yeoman service in compiling and abstracting the pertinent literature

on mast cells. This is such a broad subject that no one person can be knowledgeably
conversant with the entire literature. Unfortunately, this is apparent in some portions of

the book-e.g. : “virtually the whole histidine-decarboxyl activity is concentrated in the

mast cells” (p. 31 1 ); “mast cells are believed to play a pathogenic role in psoriasis” (p.

281 ). Other small points could be cited. Of more significance though is the omission of

some important categories: histaminuria in mast cell disease, for example.

This book is a real tribute to Dr. Selye’s fortitude and stamina; simply to review the

mast cell literature is an overwhelming task. It must surely have been a labor of love, yet

despite the author’s efforts the book is not particularly readable nor can specific references

be quickly located. One must gain familiarity with the organization in order to use the

book well. Few students of medicine, practitioners or even investigative scientists will find

it appropriate for their personal libraries. It will be a most useful book for libraries or other

reference collections, and some investigators who are particularly interested in mast cells

may wish to have it on their bookshelves.-D. Joseph DemLu, M.D., Ph.D.
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