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BOOK REVIEWS

PROGRESS IN HEMATOLOGY. VOL. III. Edited by L. M. Tocantine. New York and London,

GRUNE & STRATTON, 1962, $16.50.

This volume consists of a series of fifteen review articles, each of them somewhat more

comprehensive and all-inclusive than the usual journal article. Included are:

1. “Hematologic Manifestations of Radiation Exposure in Man” ( Niel Wald, C. E. Thaves,

Jr. and C. 0. Brown, Jr. ) . An excellent comprehensive article on radiation dosage,

type, effects, human contacts, leukemogenic effects, etc. ( 253 refs., 52 pp.).

2. “Metabolic Aberration of Erythrocytes-Clinical and Pathophysiological Considera-

tions” ( T. A. J. Prankerd ) . A relatively brief review of enzyme studies of red cells.

3. “Red Cell Blood Groups . . .“ ( T. J. Greenwalt). Practical and thorough discussion of

red cell blood groups, with particular attention to the rarer ones.

4. C. C. Craddock’s rather brief review on the kinetics of white blood cells must be

considered as an introductory statement of the problem.

5. J. W. Beard’s “Etiologic Aspects of the Avian Leukemias” is an excellent review of the

field with indications of the newly found complexities that have cropped up.

6. “Hormonal Control of Lymphocyte Production and Destruction,” by T. F. Dougherty,

Martha Berliner and David Berliner, is a brief article on the effects of the various

corticosteroids and their effects on lymphocytes.

7. P. Barkham and M. J. Silver contribute an excellent review on “Biological Activities

Of Human Platelets . . .“ including thromboplastic activity, viscous metamorphosis,

and many other topics.

8. Odell and Kniseley present a brief review of the life span, regulation and fate of blood

platelets.

9. von Kaulla discusses the various methods for recording blood coagulation. This is a

good review.

10. S. Sherry et. al. discuss the present status and the possibilities for the future of the

therapy of thromboembolic disease.

1 1 . Waldenstr#{246}ni contributes a clinical review on hypergammaglobulinemia and its rela-

tion to various types of leukocytic proliferation.

12. The chemical aspects of the plasma protein factors are described in a comprehensive

article of 40 pages by L. A. Kazal.

There is a lot of good reading in these articles. Although the reviewer cannot claim

to be an enthusiast for the value of review volumes, there is no question but that they are

liked and enjoyed by many readers. The articles usually accomplish what they are sup-

posed to, namely to educate the reader in the several ( or numerous ) advances in a given

field, something that a journal article cannot always give. The educational value of these

volumes and their circulation could be increased greatly were they to be published as

“paperbacks.” To lower their cost would be a distinct service to all concerned-William

Dam eshek

FIRST EUROPEAN SYMPOSIUM ON MEDICAL ENZYMOLOCY. Edited by N. Dioguardi. New

York and Basel, S. Karger, $16.80.

This volume includes papers presented at the First European Symposium on Medical

Enzymology held in Milan in March 1960. The subject matter is varied, as the title sug-

gests, with discussion of kinetics of enzymes, levels of their activity in tissues and blood of

several species, and their clinical application. The papers are presented by many of the

outstanding European workers in this field, and the quality of the papers reflects this.

Such diversity of necessity sacrifices continuity, and the reader may have some difficulty

in organizing and correlating all the reports. There is, however, an abundance of material
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available on these pages, and by its very nature the volume offers the reader with specialized

interest in one segment an opportunity to become aware of what is going on in related

research in this field.

The first part of the book includes reports which seem to have been presented at four

major sessions; at the end of each a general discussion is included. The latter half in-

eludes 53 short communications. The material presented is original and, in general, well

documented. Of special interest to the hematologist are a number of reports on erythrocyte,

leukocyte, and, to a less extent, platelet enzymology, with emphasis on the glycolytic

pathways. In a field as young and as complex as this, as many questions are raised as are

answered at such a symposium, and the reader will find portions of the general discussion

especially rewarding in interpreting the significance of some of the data presented.

The book is recommended to those interested in current biochemical and enzymologic

approaches to hematologic research.

It is unfortunate for those who are not linguists that the lectures and communication

are presented in either French, German, Italian or English without an appropriate Inter-

lingua or translated summary-Jane F. Derforges

HEART, KIDNEY AND ELECTROLYTES. Edited by Charles K. Friedbei’g. New York and Lon-

don, GRUNE & STRATrON, 420 pp., $11.75.

“Heart, Kidney and Electrolytes,” edited by Dr. Charles K. Friedberg, consists of ap-

proximately twenty papers which appeared in the journal Progress in Cardiovascular Di.r-

eases between NIarch and September 1961. The contributions selected for the volume are
somewhat heterogeneous in their scope. Although, almost one-half of the articles describe

aspects of congestive heart failure, others vary widely, dealing with disparate subjects such

as the counter current mechanism for urine concentration, the histopathology of the nephrot-

ic syndrome and the pathophysiology of chronic renal failure. Because of the lack of a

central theme, the book will probably appeal to only a limited number of physicians and

students.

It should be pointed out, however, that several individual chapters in the volume

are among the best reviews available and are written by some of the outstanding investigators

in their field. The newest concepts of the physiology of water and electrolyte transport is

described in three articles by Richterich, Leaf and Frazier, and Giebisch. Other aspects

of renal physiology are described by Ullrich, Kramer, and Boylan in their chapter on the

counter current mechanism and by Malvin in the chapter on the stop flow technique.
Many aspects of congestive heart failure are covered, including discussions of renal hemo-

dynamics, volume receptors, the hyperkinetic states and dilutional hyponatremia. ( Three
different chapters describe the pathogenesis of the latter biochemical disturbances.)

In summary, the book is a valuable collection of authoritative and informative reviews

but it cannot be considered a complete reference manual or textbook in either the cardiac,

renal, or electrolyte fields-Jerome P. Kasssrer

BOOKS RECEIVED

PROTHROMBIN. W. H. Seegers. Boston, Harvard University Press, 1962, 728 pp. $15.00.

CIRCULATION (SECTION II). W. F. Hamilton, and P. Dow, editors. Washington, D. C.,

American Physiological Society, 1962, 758 pp. $24.00.
PRoGREss IN SURGERY. VOL. II. M. Allgower. Basal and New York, S. Karger, 1962, 318 pp.

$15.00.

ANTICOAGULANT THERAPY. A. S. Douglas. Philadelphia, F. A. Davis, Co. 1962, xi-�- 394 pp.
$9.00.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://ashpublications.org/blood/article-pdf/20/4/501/570817/501.pdf by guest on 19 M

ay 2023




