
BOOK REVIEW

Die Mih,�punktion B� SVEN MOESCHLIN (Foreword by Professor W. L#{246}ffler). Benno Schwabe & Co.,

Verlag, Basel (Switzerland). Pp. 2.05, 1947. 30 francs.

This is the first monograph devoted entirely to splenic puncture and represents a description of the

author’s experience with this technic in i8o cases observed at the University Clinic at Zurich during the

seven year period between 1939-1945. The book is beautifully printed on excellent paper and contains

many photomicrographs as well as two plates in full color.

The book deals largely with the technic, indications and results of splenic puncture in hematologic

cases, particularly those with splenomegaly. The author points out in his introduction that puncture

should be undertaken only in well-defined splenomegaly and is contraindicated in the presence of a

hemorrhagic disorder and in septic splenomegaly as well as in cases with painful spleens. A fine stiletted

needle is introduced in the ninth or tenth interspace over the point of maximum splenic dullness during

inspiration and a small amount of material aspirated. This is then smeared and stained, Excellent de-

scriptions of the normal cellular morphology are presented, then followed by minor variations, and

finally by the findings in various disease conditions. The diagnostic value of the splenogram in certain

hematologic problems is presented in a series of cases.

The author concludes that the method is without danger in properly selected cases. In the spleno-

megaly of cirrhosis of the liver and splenic vein thrombosis, the splenogram is practically normal, and

only minor deviations from the normal are present in hemolytic anemia, Septic splenomegaly is easily

differentiated from leukemia. In infectious mononucleosis, there is a great overactivity of the reticulo-

endothelial and lymphoid cells, In Hodgkin’s disease the puncture has particular diagnostic merit,

especially in those cases in which a lymph node is not available for biopsy. Chronic myelogenous leuke-

mia was extensively studied both before and after treatment with x-rays, arsenic and urethane. Particular

attention was paid to mitotic figures, which appear to be selectively affected by urethane.

There can be little doubt that splenic puncture, as practised by the author, is of distinct value, es-

pecially as an adjuvant to other hematologic studies, more particularly the blood and the marrow

puncture. Although splenic puncture is not diagnostically essential in the great majority of’ ‘blood’ ‘cases

it will occasionally yield valuable information and to the conscientious investigator will give a back-

ground of useful knowledge which is of distinct help in understanding the physiologic pathology of

certain disease processes.

Sternal puncture has yielded invaluable information regarding what goes on “behind” the blood

picture. It is not inconceivable that splenic puncture may point to features of importance in under-

standing the mechanisms of the hypersplenic states including splenic neutropenia, thrombocytopenia,

anemia and pancytopenia. Although the author barely touches upon these subjects in this monograph,

he has performed a highly creditable piece of work in documenting his experiences so well. An excellent

bibiliography and a good index complete the book.
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