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NEWS AND VIEWS

At an informal gathering in Atlantic City on May �, 1947 in conjunction with

the meeting of the Society of Clinical Investigation, about 30 physicians interested

in the field of hematology discussed the pros and cons of international and na-

tional societies ofhematology. It appeared to be the concensus ofopinion that:

I . An international society of hematology, already in process of formation, was

of great potential value in fostering relationships becween hematologists in van-

ous parts of the world.

2.. The formation of a national society of hematology was inadvisable at this

time. Numerous local and state hematologic societies or clubs were already in

existence; the international society would take care of more formal meetings. A

formally organized national society might tend to foster the further break-up

of internal medicine into numerous small, highly specialized compartments to the

detriment ofboth internal medicine and hematology. It was to the advantage of the

physician in hematology to remain in close contact with the broader fields of in-

ternal medicine and pathology.

�. The desire of individuals interested in the same general field to convene could

best be carried out, at least for the present, by the formation of a highly informal

“blood club” or “hematology club,” to meet in conjunction with the annual

Atlantic City meetings of the Society for Clinical Investigation and the Association

of American Physicians. A program similar to that carried out by the Central

Society for Clinical Research in Chicago could be provided. This consists of an

annual dinner followed by a round-table discussion of a series of selected topics.

�. The first (tentatively) scheduled meeting would be held on Sunday evening,

May 1, 1948, Atlantic City, invitations to be sent in due course to all those physi-

cians who have shown an interest in the field of hematology.

Those present at the informal meeting above referred to were as follows:

Benjamin Alexander, Boston Stacy Mettier, San Francisco

Howard Alt, Chicago Leo Meyer, Brooklyn

Frank Bethell, Ann Arbor 0. 0. Meyer, Madison, Wis.

William Dameshek, Boston F. R. Miller, Philadelphia

C. S. Davidson, Boston Carl Moore, St. Louis

A. DeVries, Jerusalem Savas Nittis, New York

Charles Doan, Columbus, Ohio E. E. Osgood, Portland, Oregon

G. Emerson, Boston Joseph Ross, Boston

Ray F. Farquharson, Toronto
Wayne Rundles, Durham, N.Claude Forkner, New York
L. Tocantins, Cleveland

Paul Pouts, Indianapolis
Louis Wasserman, New York

Willis Fowler, Iowa

J. J. Groen, Amsterdam Charles H. Watkins, Rochester, Minn.

R.’ Heinle, Cleveland Maxwell M. Wintrobe, Salt Lake City

John Lawrence, Rochester L. E. Young, Rochester, N. Y.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://ashpublications.org/blood/article-pdf/2/4/404/570764/404.pdf by guest on 19 M

ay 2023

https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1182/blood.V2.4.404.404&domain=pdf&date_stamp=1947-07-01


NEWS AND VIEWS 405

In addition the following expressed regrets at being unable to attend the meeting

but in most instances wished to be included in any future society developments:

Alan Berstein, Baltimore Philip Levine, Raritan, N. J.
Gurth Carpenter, Los Angeles Eugene Lozner, Boston

W. B. Castle, Boston G. R. Minot, Boston

L. F. Craver, New York Fred Polile, Madisoii
. Paul Reznikoff New York

Elmer DeGowin, Iowa
. . N. Rosenthal, New York

Louis K. Diamond, Boston
. S. 0. Schwartz, Chicago

Clement Finch, Boston . .

Tom Spies, Birmingham
Russell L. Haden Cleveland

Maurice Strauss, Bostoii
Hale Ham, Boston c. c. Sturgis, Ann Arbor

j. M. Hill, Dallas Laskev Taylor, Boston

Raphael Isaacs, Chicago C. J. \Vatson, Minneapolis

0. P. Jones, Buffalo Bruce Wiseman, Columbus, Ohio

R. R. Kracke, Birmingham Ernest Witebsky, Buffalo

Because of the greatly increased interest in the blood grou#{231}s and related

matters, the addition to BLOOD of a new section dealing with problems in im-

munohematology and transfusions is contemplated; we would appreciate re-

ceiving the comments of interested readers regarding this proposed innovation.

BOOK REVIEW

Human Generics. By REGINALD R. GATES. The Macmillan Company, New York. e. vols. Pp. i�i8, 1946.

$15.00

This book in two volumes is a review and compilation of accumulated knowledge in the field of

human genetics. As such it is valuable both for its presentation of known genetic traits and also as a

convenient starting point for further research. The unusually extensive list of references and the detailed

index make this book eminently usable. The material is presented from the broad view of the bioligist

and introduces corollary evidence from other fields. In general, attention has been focused on the trans-

mission of markedly abnormal conditions. Gates points out that standard genetic symbols (chap. i)

and methods of presentation should more generally be adopted for human heredity studies.

Three chapters will be of special interest to hematologists. The chapter on Hemophilia and Re�ated

Hereditary Conditions” necessitates a fundamental revision of current views, as it shows �i) that heter-

ozygous females (not very infrequently) are partial bleeders; (2.) that hemophilia, while genirallv sex-

linked, is (like other abnormalities) dominant in occasional families and probably recessive in rare

cases. Sex linkage should therefore not be regarded as an essential diagnostic feature of hem ij,hilia,

although this is its usual method of inheritance. Several other types of bleeders are now known, inc�ud:ng

a dominant sex-linked form in which females are severely affected, as well as dominant pedigrees of

epistaxis (nosebleeds), telangiectasis, and capillary fragility.

A table is presented which classifies fifteen inherited hemorrhagic conditions. A discussion of these

diseases follows, with citation of original papers.

The second chapter of special interest is entitled ‘Other Inherited Diseases and Abnormalities of the

Blood System.” With regard to elliptocytosis (ovalocytosis), it is pointed out that elliptical red blood
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