
EDITORIAL

T HERE is much talk about the country regarding the prospects of founding a

national society for the study of the blood. The great surge of interest in this

field and the increasing numbers of workers who spend most of their time in its

study have naturally led to.a desire for a central forum in which the subjects under

discussion would for the most part be hematologic in nature, and where mutual

problems could be aired. Beginnings in this direction have already been made

through the formation of local societies in New York, Chicago, and elsewhere.

The New York group has already made some preliminary soundings in the direction

of forming a national society, and we understand that these were favorably

received.

At the recent very successful International Hematology and Rh Conference,

which was held in Dallas, Texas, on November 15-16 and in Mexico City on No-

vember 17-13 , 1946, there was much talk of an international society. Physicians

in the Latin-American countries in general express an avid interest in the possibility

of forming an international American society to include both North and South

America.

There can be but little quarrel with all these sentiments since they stem from the

natural desire of men with mutual interests to convene. There may be some who

look askance at the high degree of specialization which medicine has achieved and

which has led to national societies for allergy, endocrinology, gastroenterology,

neurology, and the like. Some thought must be given to this attitude, since by and

large the allergist, the endocrinologist, the gastroenterologist, and the hematolo-

gist are better specialists in their respective fields if they are first of all good intern-

ists. However, any attempt to impede the inevitable growth of specialization seems

futile on the face of it, since the complete encompassment of even a single specialty

such as hematology with its many diverse facets has become well nigh impossible.

A society which is national or American (in the broad sense) seems to be defi-

nitely in the cards. The present journal, which has already achieved a world-wide

circulation of about 2.500 subscribers, may be said to be a start in this direction.

The New York group has made tentative plans for an organizational meeting in

conjunction with the centennial meeting of the American Medical Association at

Atlantic City in June. With this plan we are fully in accord. It seems probable that

before another year goes by an international society for the study of blood will

have been organized. In this effort the journal BLOOD will extend all its cooper-

ation and facilities. Ii. would be of interest to receive the reactions and suggestions

of interested readers.

WILLIAM DAMESHEK, M.D.
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