
NEWS AND VIEWS

MEETING OF THE FRENCH SOCIETY OF HEMATOLOGY

PURE NIEDULLARY ERYTHROBLASTOPENIAS

Monday, NIay 21, from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Cliniqiie (le5 Maladies �iu Sang-H#{244}pital Broussais

96, Rue Didot - Paris

Chairman: P. Cazal

Agenda:

1. P. Cazal-Introduction and general comments.

2. C. Marchal, Bilski-Pasquier and Vorias-Principal methods of study of medullary

erythroblastopenias.

3. C. Casser-Crisis of erythroid aplasia.

4. Jean Bernard, NI. Seligmann and J. Chassigneux-Blackfan-Dianiond anemia.

5. B. Dreyfus, P. Aubert and A. Le Bolloc’h-Conibrisson-Erythroblastopenia and thymic

tumors.

6. C. Richet, R. Ardaillou and Y. Najean-Erytliroblastopenia and renal diseases.

7. J. Mallarme-Pure erythroblastopenia in the adult.

Any short communication may be presented. Information concerning this special meet-

ing can be obtained by writing to NI. P. Cazal, Institut d’H#{233}matologie, Cliniques Saint-Eloi,

Nlontpellier, or to NI. Jean Bernard, Institut de Recherches stir les Leuc#{233}mies et les Maladies

dii Sang, H#{244}pitalSaint-Louis, Paris.

BOOK REVIEWS

ROBERT ScHwARTZ, M.D., Editor

MEDICAL PHYSIOLOGY, 11th ED. Philip Bard, Editor. St. Louis, The C. V. Mosby Co.,
1961, 1339 pp.

This book, essentially designed for medical students, medical scientists and practitioners

of medicine, remains one of the excellent texts on basic physiology. Along with a changed

format having a two-column page, it has also undergone a comprehensive revision. Several

new contributors have added to the symposium completely rewritten chapters on the process

of excitation, nerve conduction, muscle, endocrines, blood and blood coagulation. Chapters

on special aspects of nutrition which were included in previous editions have been omitted,
since, as the editor states, they now belong in the province of biochemistry.

There are, however, two areas in which, perhaps, some criticism may be made. The

chapter on the special senses has not been changed and although fundamentally sound

might include some of the newer developments in this area. On the other hand, the ex-

tended treatment in the two chapters covering the membrane theory, the resting potential

and the action potential makes one seriously hesitate using this text for first year medical
students. Nevertheless, in spite of the above reservations one will find that this text makes

an excellent reference for those who wish to find in one volume some of the latest develop-

ments in physiology.-Attilio Canzanelli
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LEIJKOCYTE AGGLUTININS. S yen-Age Killmann. Oxford, Blackwell Scientific Publications,

1961, 95 pp.

This monograph is a well organized integration of the results of the author’s investiga-

tions on leukocyte agglutinins in humans with a review of the pertinent literature on this

subject. Dr. Killmann discusses the technical problems encountered in the demonstration of

leukocyte agglutinins, the nature of these agglutinins, the circumstances in which they occur
and their significance in disease. In the presentation, he clearly indicates the key problems

which still require solution which should be particularly helpful to those who are consider-

ing research in leukocyte immunology. The need to find a means for storing leukocytes so

that a reference panel could be exchanged between laboratories, to assess the implications of
immunologic conflict between leukocytes of the fetus and maternal leukocyte antibodies, and

to correlate serologic data with leukocyte life span in patients with neutropenia are among

the problems commented upon by the author. The chapter on leukocyte antigens and the
specificity of leukocyte agglutinins is as clear and concise an exposition of current knowledge

as is available. Dr. Killmann proposes that “extensive absorption experiments and experi-

mental immunization in humans is needed” in order to obtain more precise information on

the antigenic structure of leukocytes. The reviewer’s experience would support this point

of view. The information obtained by this type of investigation may have practical applica-
lion in the prevention of isosensitization from transfusion, for forensic medicine and for

transplantation. From recent developments in the study of leukocyte immunology, hindsight

would suggest that the relative space in this volume devoted to the subject of leukocyte ag-

glutinins in various diseases is excessive. The monograph as a whole represents a thoughtful,

critical and reasonably comprehensive treatment of the subject as it appeared during 1959.

This small volume should be of interest to the clinical hematologist, as well as to investiga-

tors and technicians in immunohematology and transplantation biology.-Rose Payne

FUNCTIONS OF THE BLOOD. R. G. MacFarlane and A. H. T. Robb-Smith, New York and

London, Academic Press, 1961, 635 pp., $16.80.

This is a large and handsome book, with a large and handsome title, which is, alas, only

partially fulfilled. It was evidently the idea of the editors to get together a group of experts
who would not only emphasize the idea of function but would speculate about it, “since

only speculation can connect much of what is known about function and make it intelligible.”
This has apparently been difficult for many of the authors, and as a result some of the ar-

tides are about as pedantic as those in other similar series. What is more, the writing of
many of the chapters was long delayed, which did not help any, and for this there is an
apologetic statement.

The leading article by Robb-Sniith is a model of its kind. It deals with an historical
survey of “growth of knowledge of the functions of the blood.” It is a beautifully written,

erudite, and charming piece. This is followed by a highly technical chapter on the evolution

of oxygen transport, dealing with human and comparative hematology. Unfortunately, this

article was written before the recent studies of Perutz and Kendren on structure of hemo-

globin, although these are mentioned in the appendix. H. Lehmann and R. C. Huntsman

present a highly entertaining and informative article on Why Are Red CelL, the Shape They

Are? This chapter is written in the broad speculative spirit which the editors had evi-

dently hoped for. It considers red blood cells from the worm up and indicates the develop-

ment of the biconcave shape. Mourant’s article on the significance of red cell antigens is

excellent and 0. P. Jones’ opus on the Influence of Disturbed Metabolism on the Morphology

of Blood Cells (90 pp.) is comprehensive and well done. Here one finds again the familiar

megaloblast-normoblast controversy, the Doan-Sabin hypothesis and the “misinterpreta-

tions” made by Francis Peabody. In contrast, the article on Evolution of the Leukocytes is

very brief and hardly effective. MacFarlane’s chapter on Reaction of the Blood to Injury is

outstanding, especially from its speculative standpoints and its writing. Other chapters deal
with Homeostasis of Blood Cell Elements (H. Bierman); Maintenance of the Milieu In-

terior; Chemotaxis and Phagocytosis (very good); Complement (Plescia and Heidelberger-
also good) and a chapter by Haurowitz on the Role of Blood Pla.sma, which naturally dis-
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cusses the author’s concepts of antibody formation. It is clear that the quality of the chap-

ters varies enormously; whether this could have been avoided is questionable, unless per-

Imps the editors had written all the articles themselves-well nigh an impossibility

nowadays. Whatever its faults, this is a good book to have around, if only for such chapters

as Robb-Smith’s, Lehmann’s, and MacFarlane’s.-William Dameshek

LEONARDO DA VINcI. DAS ANATOMISCHE WERK. S. Brau’nfets-Esche. Stuttgart, Germany,

Fnednch-Karl Schattauer-Verlag, ( Intercontinental Medical Book Corp., New York,

N. Y.)

In these days of such considerable interest in art, it is fitting that a medical and scientific

publisher should publish what is essentially an art hook about one of the greatest universal
figures the world has ever seen-Leonardo da Vinci. Leonardo’s anatomical studies dating

from 1487 to about 1520 were exceptional at that time and are still exceptional, not only

from the standpoint of the accuracy of their depiction of careful dissections but from their

artistic quality, rarely, if ever, equalled. Like many German books of this type, this one

is carefully and authoritatively done, thoroughly documented and annotated, and acconipa-

nied by 175 illustrations. It is interesting to contrast Leonardo’s remarkable drawings with

the essentially primitive and highly inaccurate sketches of the same period. In Leo-

nardo’s studies of bones and muscles, his engineering knowledge certainly stood him in

great stead. This is a beautiful book in every respect and is highly recommended to anato-

mists, doctors-particularly those with an artistic bent-and artists-William Dameshek

BOOKS RECEIVED

PROGRESS IN EXPERIMENTAL Tu�ioa RESEARCH, Vol. II. F. Homburger, Editor. New York,

Hafner Publishing Co., 396 pp., $19.00.

BRITISH MEDICAL BULLETIN. Human Genetics, Vol. 17, No. 3, September, 1961.

CIBA FOUNDATION STUDY GROUP #7. Virus Meningo-Encephaliti.s, G. E. W. WoLrtenholme

and M. P. Camerm, Editors. Boston, Little, Brown & Co., 120 pp.

PROBLEMS OF PULMONARY CIRCULATION. CIBA Foundation Study Group #8. A. V. S. de

Rueck and M. O’Connor, Editors, Boston, Little, Brown & Co., 96 pp., 21 illust.

PROGESTERONE AND THE DEFENSE NIECHANISM OF PREGNANCY. CIBA Foundation Study

Group #9. G. E. W. Wotrtenholme and M. P. Cameron, Editors. Boston, Little, Brown &

Co., 108 pp., 22 illust.

BIOLOGICAL Acrivir� OF THE LEUKOCYTE. CIBA Foundation Study Group #10. G. E. W.
WoLcten�1iolme and M. O’Connor, Editors. Boston, Little, Brown & Co., 120 pp., 17 illust.

CENETICAL VARIATION IN HUMAN POPULATIONS. C. A. Harrison, Editor, Oxford, Pergamon

Press, 115 pp., $6.00.

THE USE OF ISOTOPES IN HAEMATOLOGY. L. G. La/the, Springfield, Charles C Thomas, 83

pp., $4.75.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD CONFERENCE ON CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASES. Clark H. Millikan,

Chairman, New York, Grune & Stratton, Inc., 247 pp., $5.75.

THERAPIE FIBEL. Seen Moeschlin, Stuttgart, Ceorg Thieme Verlag, 662 pp., DNI 38.

ADVANCES IN BIOLOGY OF SKIN. Vol. 2. BLOOD VESSELS AND CIRCULATION. William Montagna

and Richard Ellis. Oxford, Pergamon Press, 156 pp, $10.00.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF NEPHROLOGY. G. Richet, Editor,
Basel & New York, S. Karger, 728 pp., $17.75.

ADVANCES IN OTO-RHINO-LARYNGOLOGY. Vol. 10, Prof. L. Ruedi, Editor, Basel & New York,

S. Karger, 233 pp., $7.00.

TRAUMA, VOLUME 3, No. 3, October, 1961, Nlatthew Bender & Co., 116 pp.

MICROMANOMETRIC ANALYSES. D. D. Van Slyke and I. Plazin, Baltimore, Williams &

Wilkins Co., 89 pp., $4.50.
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