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OBITUARY. DR. KARL ROHR

On July 9, 1959, Prof. I)r. med. Karl Rohr died in his 59th year in his native city of

Zurich in Switzerland. With his passing has gone an excellent heniatologist, scientist, and

one of the great physicians of Switzerland. He was internationally known for his research

in hematology. He had an excellent scientific talent, wide knowledge and experience corn-

l)ifled with a very sensitive insight, anti (leep understan(lmg for the sufferings of other

human beings.

Karl Rohr was born on November 9, 1900, in Zurich, where he attended the schools anti

university. Among his teachers, the great physiologist Prof. Hess had a very great anti

lasting influence on him. Under Hess’s direction Rohr started in his first clinical years his

thesis on the relation of vitamin B content to the degree of tissue metabolism. In later

experiments his chief interests were in patllophysu)iogicai problems. Rohr studied in Zurich,

Munich, Paris, and Vienna. After his final examinations he worked for one year in pathology

with Prof. l\laresch in Vienna, and his special interest in histological research dated from

that time. After another year in surgery he deci(led to specialize in internal medicine.
At the university meiiical clinic in Zurich, through the influence of the great heuii��tologist,

Prof. Otto Naegeli ( for whom he bad a life-long admiration ) , Roiir began his first fonda-

mental work in the field of hematology. His studies on 1)l(x)d and bone uiiarrow morphology

of agranulocytosis ( 1936) gave for the first time a closer insight in the morphology and,

above all, in the functional relationship between the peripheral structure of the blood and
the real place of production of the blood cells in the 1)one marrow. He ��‘as the first to

tiernonstrate tumor cells in bone marrow.

In his other works, he devoted further studies to a thorough investigation of marrow

puncture material. His far-reaching monograph, Dos Meri.cclmlieime Knockenmark, was first

published in 1940 and became a standard work. Here, in addition to exact morphologic

studies in the spirit of Naegeli, he went beyond his master and tried in a deeper functional

connection to develop the idea of an actual pathophysiology of the bone marrow. The bok

brought him international acknowledgement and was soon published again in a new, re-

vised edition.

It would be an error to imply that Karl Rollr was only a hematologist anti researcher; he

was besides a great clinician and physician in the tradition of Morawitz in Leipzig, with

whom he had worked. By his thoroughness and his many interests, he gained a far-reaching

knowledge in all fields of internal medicine. In 1935 he became first resident physician of

the medical university clinic in Zurich and, in 1937, became “Privat-Dozent” for internal

medicine at the same university. He was also highly regarded by Naegeli’s successor, Prof.

w. Loffler, as a co-worker and first resident doctor. Since 1938 Rohr carried on a private

practice for internal medicine. His many patients in Switzerland and foreign countries

esteemed him not only because of his great knowledge, but also for his outspoken nature,

his fine sense of humor, and his lleartfelt sympathy. He gave valuable inspiration to his

many co-workers in practical courses and clinical visits. He also took an interest in the in-

(lividual problems of each assistant or student; he was an excellent teacher in his field. He

did not hesitate to give up much of his precious time for the problems of nurses and other

staff members. Among other colleagues in practice, he was a much-wanted counselor who

often knew with decisive insight how to clear up a difficult differential diagnosis.

He was always especially interested in neoplastic diseases. He himself was attacked by

one of these diseases. After a serious brain operation lie continued to work with outstand-

hug energy on the 3rd edition of his monograph on the human bone marrow, which is toni-

pletely new. He was able to complete the work shortly before his death.

As a real Swiss he esteemed above all his intellectual freedom and personal independence.

Therefore he renounced, perhaps partially omit of his characteristic modesty, many ap-

pointments at foreign universities.
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Everybody who met Karl Rohr personally admired his universal interest in every field

of science and education. Music was one of his preferred pastimes, but one could also dis-

cuss with him almost every field of literature or of philosophy. A painter, Augusto Giacomet-

ti, one of the pioneers of contemporary art, was one of Rohr’s best friends.

Karl Rohr’s spirit and his work, especially in the field of hematology, will be of permanent

value. All of us mourn for the great physician, scholar, and human being who knew how

to bear his merciless illness with heroic’ courage and character to the end.

-Sven Moeschlin, Solothurn, Switzerland

EUROPEAN #{149}SYMPOSIUM ON AUTORADIOGRAPHIC TECHNIQUES

The first European Symposium on “Autoradiographic Techniques in Medical Science,”

organized by the Comitato Nazionale per la Energia Niicleare on the occasion of the “VIII

Rassegna Internazionale Elettronica c Nucleare,” will be held in Rome June 17-18, 1961.

The Symposium will be chaired by Prof. M. Chevremont, l)irector of the Institute of His-

tology of the Liege University. A number of papers will be presentc(l on the physical

principles and technical bases of autora(liography; on its application in nucleinic metabo-

lism “in vivo” and “in vitro” anti in special tissue metabolism ( hematopoietic, ovaric,

neoplastic tissue ) ; on tissue localization of tagged conipoimnds ( colloicis, (lrtlgS, pathogenic

agents ) and on the study of damage from radiation. The introductory reports during the

two days of the Symposium will be presented by Prof. C. P. S. Occhiahini, Director of the

Superior Physics Institute of the Milan University, anti by Prof. J. Brachet, Director of the

Laboratory of Animal Morphology of the Brussels University.

The scientific secretariat of the Symposium ( C.N.E.N., \‘ia Belisario 15, Rome) has
been entrusted to Prof. F. Polvani, of the Milan University.

THROMBOPHLEBITIS SUBJECT OF NEW COMPETITION

The University of Colorado School of Medicine announces the Cochems Competition,

funds for which were provided in the will of the late Mrs. Jane Nugent Cochenis. A prize
of $2,500 will be awarded to the author of the best paper on the subject of “The Diagnosis.

Etiology and Treatment of Thrombophiebitis.” The competition is open to all physicians,

and entries must be received, in triplicate, on or before October 1, 1961.

The Colorado National Bank of Denver, Trustee under the will of Jane Nugent Cochems,

has requested the Dean of the University of Colorado School of Medicine to conduct the

competition. The judges, appointed by him, are Dr. Michael E. DeBakey, Professor and

Head of the Department of Surgery, Baylor University College of Medicine, amid Dr. Sol

Sherry, Professor of Medicine, Washington University School of Medicine.

Papers submitted in the competition may not be published until after the winner of the

competition has been announced. At that time, the winning paper and all others may be

published at the discretion of individual authors. It should be noted, however, that those

involved in conducting the competition will not assume any responsibility for submitting

manuscripts for publication nor for any costs incident thereto. The winning paper. if pub-

lished, must carry the designation, “Awarded the Jane Nugent Cochems Prize.”

Questions regarding the competition and all manuscripts should be directed to Dr. Robert

J. Glaser, Vice-President for Medical Affairs and Dean of the University of Colorado

School of Medicine, University of Colorado Me(lical Center, 4200 East Ninth Avenue,

l)enver 20, Colorado.
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